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We live in a digital world, where most of us have grown
accustomed to working, playing, learning, socializing,
communicating, and spending significant portions of
our lives online.

Most people will find personal details ranging
from banking details, photos, addresses,
correspondence, etc. With such levels of
personal information available online, we must
keep it inaccessible to people we don’t want to
access.
The recent COVID-19 and its effect on how we do everything as a society
only highlighted how reliant we are on internet technology in all aspects of
our lives.
This is where data privacy becomes relevant. If the current trend continues,
we can expect our levels of online engagement to grow deeper and more
extensive. So how are we supposed to keep our data safe and secure under
such circumstances?
Let’s dive into the world of data privacy, examining its regulations, how they
affect us, and what we can do to protect ourselves and our data.
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DATA PRIVACY & DATA PROTECTION

While the terms data privacy
and data protection are often
used interchangeably, we can
make an important distinction
between them. In the main,
data privacy deals with the
personal measures, we can
take to decide who has access
to our information.
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On the other hand, data
protection is more concerned
with the policy frameworks
authorities put in place to
regulate data collectors and
controllers. Data controllers
are the third-party entities
and corporations that gain
access to our information
through various avenues.
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As a private citizen or company, there’s only so much you can do regarding the
privacy and security of your data. This is why the government and public
authorities must step in and ensure the proper regulations and guidelines are in
place for the public good.
These protocols govern how certain types of data are gathered, transmitted, and
also used in the end. These data sets might include people’s names, addresses,
emails, photos, banking information, biometric data, IP addresses, credit details,
etc.
While these bits of information may not seem very interesting to the average
person, they are valuable in today’s global business environment, where
corporations use Big Data to track trends, predict consumer behavior, and
ultimately make profits as well.
Even though the regulations vary from country to country and state to state, they
constantly evolve as technology changes and people’s attitudes towards data
security change. The European Union, for example, set up its General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR) protocols in 2018. China set up its data privacy
legislation a little earlier than them, in 2017. The United States is inclined to adopt
regulations similar to those in Europe, but this is being carried out mainly on a
state-by-state basis rather than a federal one.
This is a major hurdle in the data privacy movement because today's companies
operate across states, countries, and continents, making it nearly impossible for
authorities to monitor them and enforce the relevant policies.
Even so, plenty of states have instituted data privacy regulations or are in the
process of passing them through their legislative bodies. Currently, existing
policies include the Colorado Privacy Act and the Virginia Consumer Data
Protection Act, with states such as California, Massachusetts, New York,
Connecticut, and many others in the process of establishing similar rules.
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REGULATION EFFORTS

Aside from the challenge of multiple
jurisdictions,
the
data
privacy
landscape is plagued by the sheer
complexity of the required policy.
Drawing up an acceptable and
effective data privacy regime that
protects
consumers
without
unnecessarily hampering business
operations is a highly complex
endeavor.
You might find that different demographics and industries
tolerate different data protection levels, making it nearly
impossible to satisfy everyone fairly.
This is further exacerbated by the fact that the fines, censures,
and damages that companies are faced with due to these laws
will also need to be regularized across jurisdictions to avoid
creating safe havens such as are evident in the banking and tax
industries. In short, the regulatory aspect of data privacy is still in
its infancy for the most part, but there is every indication that
progress is being made.
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As a private citizen or company, there’s only so much you can do regarding the
privacy and security of your data. This is why the government and public
authorities must step in and ensure the proper regulations and guidelines are in
place for the public good.
These protocols govern how certain types of data are gathered, transmitted, and
also used in the end. These data sets might include people’s names, addresses,
emails, photos, banking information, biometric data, IP addresses, credit details,
etc.
While these bits of information may not seem very interesting to the average
person, they are valuable in today’s global business environment, where
corporations use Big Data to track trends, predict consumer behavior, and
ultimately make profits as well.
Even though the regulations vary from country to country and state to state, they
constantly evolve as technology changes and people’s attitudes towards data
security change. The European Union, for example, set up its General Data
Protection Regulation (GDPR) protocols in 2018. China set up its data privacy
legislation a little earlier than them, in 2017. The United States is inclined to adopt
regulations similar to those in Europe, but this is being carried out mainly on a
state-by-state basis rather than a federal one.
This is a major hurdle in the data privacy movement because today's companies
operate across states, countries, and continents, making it nearly impossible for
authorities to monitor them and enforce the relevant policies.
Even so, plenty of states have instituted data privacy regulations or are in the
process of passing them through their legislative bodies. Currently, existing
policies include the Colorado Privacy Act and the Virginia Consumer Data
Protection Act, with states such as California, Massachusetts, New York,
Connecticut, and many others in the process of establishing similar rules.
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PROMISES USERS

Because the European Union holds
hundreds of millions of internet users (a
significant proportion of the global total)
and is home to many of the world’s largest
companies with an international presence,
the GDPR is considered the gold standard
when it comes to data privacy legislation
and can be expected to be widely
replicated worldwide. As such, it’s
important that we understand the
provisions that these policies make
possible for users.
Your basic rights under these policies include:
Protection for Minors: The GDPR states that where the personal
information of minors (children below 16 years) is involved, data collection
agencies will need parental consent.
Data Access and Portability: Data collectors will have to allow access to
information on how your data is being used, stored, and transferred.
Making Objections and Corrections: You should be able to access and
correct data that you find incorrect or incomplete if you wish to, and you
should be made aware of any such changes when they are made.
The Right to Erasure: You can ask collectors to delete data they have
gathered about you unless it relates to an overriding public interest
(historical or scientific)
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Breach Notifications: Data controllers will be required to inform the
relevant Data Protection Authorities within 72 hours in case a data breach
occurs and unauthorized parties access people’s information.
Automatic Decision-Making: In circumstances where decisions are made
without human involvement, you will have the right to request a human
review or contest the decision.
Overseas Regulations: As a way to deal with the challenges of overseas
data transfers, data controllers will be required to ensure that similar
regulations will be in effect in the destination region.

Data Privacy Measures You Can Enforce on Your Own
There are various measures you can put in place to ensure your data privacy
and security are maintained. Whether you are doing this personally to
protect your data or implementing it on a company level to safeguard your
company or business information, these measures will be effective if
properly enacted. They include:
DLP (Data Loss Prevention)
Prevention, as they say, is better than cure. DLP
measures are tools and strategies you can
implement to help prevent the chances of your
data being lost, stolen, or accidentally deleted. In
the most effective scenario, you should have more
than one such measure if it fails you.
Data Discovery and Compilation
This is probably the first thing you should do
before anything related to your privacy. In a
business environment, this will involve identifying
the type of data your company holds, how
sensitive they are, and how you can ensure all the
data in your care is handled according to
applicable legislation or regulations.
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Creating Backups
You can easily back up your data on a personal or
company level. All you need to do is make copies
of your data and store them separately from your
originals. You can do this using external hard
drives, compact disks, or thumb drives.
Creating Snapshots
These are essentially backups, although they are
considered many times more comprehensive
than backups. With snapshots, you will have a
‘picture’ or copy of all the data and system files on
your computers at the time you create the
snapshot. This will allow you to restore your
computer to the state it was at a past point in
time should anything happen to your system.
Continuous Replication
This is an improvement on snapshots or making
backups. Replication involves constantly copying
data as it is created on a system and sending it to
a storage location separate from where it was
created. This live copy will ensure that you can
access your data immediately in case of failure
and that you will be kept safe from calamitous
events such as fire, physical damage, and other
potential dangers.
Firewall Implementation
Firewalls are tools that system administrators can
use to monitor and control the information that
flows through the systems in their charge. This is
a great way of managing who has access to your
information.
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Data Encryption
Encryption involves converting data into a form that
makes no sense to people who do not have the right
key to convert it into a form that makes sense again.
The effectiveness of encryption stems from the fact
that even when your data is stolen or illegally
accessed, the infiltrator will not be able to derive any
usefulness from it.
Endpoint Protection
The internet has exposed us to several vulnerabilities
that would otherwise be irrelevant to most people.
The routers, ports, and connections we use to access
the internet can also serve as access points to
unauthorized users, giving them an opportunity to
steal, corrupt, or otherwise interfere with your data.
There are software solutions designed to monitor
these endpoints, ensuring only the appropriate data
traffic flows back and forth through it.
Data Culling or Erasure
One of the habits that expose us to potential data
theft and other liabilities is that very few of us actively
erase data that is no longer useful to us. Culling is the
process of eliminating ‘spent’ data after all the
required analyses and processes have been carried
out. Large organizations tend to do better in this
regard because legal compliance regulations compel
them.
Protecting Mobile Data
One of the fastest-growing sectors of the data privacy
industry concerns mobile data privacy. The reason for
this is the recent explosion in the number of people
relying on mobile devices such as smartphones,
laptops, tablets, smartwatches, wearables, and other
devices to connect to and interact with the internet.
Because of the relative newness, the traditional data
protection and privacy measures we had in place for
our desktops, laptops, and so on may not be as
effective here.
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Data security firms and developers constantly seek new threats
and ways to protect users against them. Organization system
administrators and personal users can try and maintain their
data privacy and protection through a variety of measures,
including the following:
Restricting access to unsafe websites and limiting the use of
unapproved, third-party software applications
Encrypting the data on these devices to guard against
unauthorized access
Ensuring communication only occurs over secure channels
Preventing the compromise of your devices by putting
strong identity verification mechanisms in place
Putting secure gateways in place that provide safe and
secure connections for any devices on the network
Performing regularly scheduled endpoint audits to uncover
any security issues and potential threats that may exist
Keeping a keen eye on any potential threats

www.adzapier.com

sales@adzapier.com

(855)212-9063

11 11

Final Thoughts
FINAL THOUGHTS
CONCLUSION

CONCLUSION

The principles behind data privacy and protection
efforts are the safety and security of the average
citizen, wherever they may be. Personal user data is
more valuable than it ever has been before now,
with data scientists and organizations continuously
developing techniques and algorithms to come up
with even more insight into your behavior, habits,
taste, and potential future activity.
The principles behind data privacy and protection efforts are the safety and
security of the average citizen, wherever they may be. Personal user data is more
valuable than it ever has been before now, with data scientists and organizations
continuously developing techniques and algorithms to come up with even more
insight into your behavior, habits, taste, and potential future activity.
By setting up effective regulations in this area, authorities can foster an
environment of responsibility, accountability, integrity, confidentiality, and
accuracy. As we continue to monitor the policies and legislative measures that
national and international bodies put in place to help bring about these
conditions, we must do what we can as individuals to try and monitor, regulate,
and control the data we allow people and institutions to access.
Here, at Adzapier, we provide solutions that fit within and build upon the current
landscape with the flexibility to adapt and reform to succeed in this shifting
privacy landscape. Our priority for our clients (publishers, advertisers, brands) is to
maintain full transparency when it comes to privacy compliance.
Start your data privacy journey with us today.
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